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language and social organization. Indeed, with the
overthrow of Spain's power in America,, and the
-slight betterment of their condition., they rapidly in-
creased in numbers, until to-day over seventy-five
per cent, of the total population of Bolivia,, over sixty
per cent, of the population of Peru, and probably
seventy per cent, of the population of Ecuador are
Indians of unmixed blood who are direct descendants
of the Tahuantisuyo or "Children of the Sun/' as the
Incan people called themselves.
While all have traits in common, and while all re-
tain many of the characteristics of the Incan organi-
sation, they keep their tribal distinctions and vary
considerably in different sections of the land.
Throughout Peru, and over a large part of Ecuador,
they speak the Quichua of the Incans, and are com-
monly classed as Quichua, while the majority of those
in Bolivia speak the ancient Aimara tongue and are
ordinarily called Aimaras. But among both the so-
called Quichuas and the Aimaras there are a great
many tribes and sub-tribes., the precise number and
names of these being known only to the Indians
themselves.
Among the better-known tribes of the Aimaras
are the Collas, inhabiting the country east of Lake
Titicaca; the Chutas about Cochabamba, and the
Yungas of eastern Bolivia. The more noteworthy of
the Quichua tribes are the Huancas in the district
about Huancayo and Ayacucho; the true Quichuas
about Cuzco, and the Monteros of the country west
of Lake Titicaca, as well as the Chimus about Trujil-
lo and the "Incas" near Oruro, Bolivia.
Although a person familar with these Indians can